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The importance of Rankings
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Source: University selection by students (IDP Research)

The goal of the program is that by 2020 at 

least 5 Russian universities will be in the top 

100 universities as denoted by QS World 

University ranking.

Rankings are cited by many stakeholders as being 

important

85% of students find university ranking as 

important in their selection of institute to study

33% of students find university ranking as the 

most important factor (number 1 factor, followed by 

21% employer recognition, etc.)

Students & Parents

University Management

David Willets (former UK Universities &  Science 

minister): 

“We broadly accept the criteria used by the THE, 

which is why our policies are focused on the 

same areas.”
Policy Makers

http://head4success.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/The-Next-Step-College-Students.jpg
http://head4success.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/The-Next-Step-College-Students.jpg
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Students primarily use a small number of powerhouse 

rankings systems, although there are significant 

variations by nationality 

Source: Hobsons, INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SURVEY 2015, Value and the Modern International Student
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Academic performance with 

league table

Academic performance without 

league table

Broad based league table

“Multidimensional” ranking

Employability based league table

Web presence league table

Retroactive

Environmental Focus

Innovation Focus

Global University Rankings

’03 ’04 ’05 ’06 ’07 ’08 ’09 ’10 ’11 ’12 ’13 ’14 ’15 ’16

1 ARWU/Shanghai

2 Webometrics

3 QS

4 4icu

5 NTU/HEEACT

6 Leiden

7 URAP

8 SCImago R R R R R R R

9 THE

10 Trendence/Emerging

11 RUR R R R

12 U-Multirank

13 UI GreenMetric E E E E E

14 CWUR

15 Youth Incorporated

16 nature INDEX

17 RankPro

18 US News

19 Reuters I I Source: Illuminate Consulting Group

R

E

I
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Bibliometric data providers vs. ranking agencies

unique to Scopus / SciVal shared with Thomson
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A closer look at… • Use Scopus:

- 2007-2009: Under QS partnership

- Since Oct. 2014: Directly from Elsevier

• Rankings existing: World University, 

Reputation, Asia, Top 100 Under 50 

(Young Universities), Asia Universities, 

BRICS & Emerging Economies, Rankings 

by Subject

• Data provided: citation score, number of 

papers per faculty, number of 

internationally co-authored papers

• Affiliations: Primarily SciVal institutions 

• Support:

- Reputation data: Elsevier runs the 

reputation survey using Elsevier author list 

for THE

- Affiliation handling: Affiliation 

corrections, mergers, split, etc. handled 

with THE for the respective universities
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Minimum requirements in order to be ranked

Institutional 
Data 

uploaded 
through the 
THE data 

portal 

1,000 
papers for 
the 5 years 

window

At least 150 
papers per 

year

Variable* 
threshold 

per subject 
area

(*): 500 papers for large disciplines, 250 for smaller disciplines
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Main changes between 2015-16 and 2016-17 THE’s WUR
T
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A closer look at…

• Uses Scopus since 2007

• Rankings: World University, World University Rankings by Subject, 

Asia, Arab Region, BRICs, EECA, Latin America, Top 50 Under 50

• Data provided: 

- Scopus raw data

- Sharing SciVal institution profiles

- (Re)classification of multidisciplinary articles

• Affiliations: Scopus profiles

• Support is provided at the level of Scopus data corrections incl. those 

related to affiliations
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LATER 

SCOPUS 

EXTRACT

VARIABLE 

AFFILIATION 

THRESHOLD

RESCHEDULED 

FACULTY AREA 

RANKINGS

MODIFIED 

Z-SCORE 

APPROACH

FURTHER 

STRENGTHENED 

SURVEY POLICY

WHAT’S NEW SINCE 2015?

1 2 3 4 5



|     13

Variable Affiliation Cap
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Less than a quarter of papers have been 
excluded than would have been using 

the previous fixed cap approach
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Z-SCORE REFINEMENTS

PERFORMANC

E
ECONOMY SAFETY

MEAN 

LOWERED

MEAN 

LOWERED

MEAN 

UNAFFECTED

LEADERS 

SQUEEZED

LEADERS 

SQUEEZED

LEADERS 

UNAFFECTED

ULTIMATE FAMILY CAR?

Using a 

fixed range 

for z-score 

calculation

s limits 

divergent 

effects

SPACE

Correlation with overall score and the 

scoring range of the indicator influence 

the likely distribution of new entrants
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Scopus data for THE’s WUR 

2016-17
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Scopus includes content from more than 5,000 

publishers and 105 different countries

21,568 peer-reviewed 

journals

361 trade journals

• Full metadata, abstracts 

and cited references (ref’s 

post-1995 only)

• Funding data from 

acknowledgements

• Citations back to 1970

Physical 

Sciences

7,443

Health 

Sciences

6,795

Social

Sciences

8,086

Life

Sciences

4,492

90K conference 

events

7.3M conference 

papers

Mainly Engineering 

and Computer 

Sciences

531 book series

30K Volumes /

1.2M items

119,882 stand-

alone books

974K items

Focus on Social 

Sciences and A&H

62M records from 22K serials, 90K conferences and 120K books

• Updated daily

• Records back to 1823

• “Articles in Press” from > 3,750 titles

• 40 different languages covered

• 3,715 active Gold Open Access journals indexed

BOOKSCONFERENCES

Source: November 2015 title list at https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content * Available late 2016

JOURNALS

27M patents

From 5 major 

patent offices

- WIPO

- EPO

- USPTO

- JPO

- UK IPO

PATENTS*

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content
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All Scopus

64,142,195

Scopus 2011-2015

13,646,724

The THE WUR 2016-17 Scopus Citation dataset

Scopus 2011-2015, Articles, 

Reviews, Conference Papers, 

Books and Book Chapters

12,144,834

Scopus 2011-2015, Articles, 

Reviews, Conference Papers, 

Books and Book Chapters, 

suspended titles carved out

11,880,993

Scopus 2011-2015, Articles, 

Reviews, Conference Papers, 

Books and Book Chapters, 

suspended titles carved out, 

mapped to 8 THE WUR 

subjects

11,880,993
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The THE WUR 2016-17 Scopus dataset

PERIOD

2011-2015

Engineering & 

Technology

3.5M

Clinical, Pre-clinical 

& Health 

3.8M

Physical Sciences

3.5M

Social Sciences

1.2M

Arts & Humanities

579K

Life Sciences

2.4M

Computer Science

1.5M

Business and 

Economics

400K

DOCUMENT TYPES

• Article

8.61M

• Article Review

685K

• Conference Proceeding

2.06M

• Books (series)

69K

• Book chapters

451K

Not included: 263,841 publications from 118 suspended titles
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WUR 2016-17 Scopus dataset – general statistics

11,880,993

publications

54,538,923

citations

~ 8,100,000

authors

54

languages

7,460

Institutions

249

Countries

19,180

citations for 
most cited paper

114,104

papers by 
Harvard

2,871,627

papers by the US

7,460

institutions

9
subjects

5

years

4

metrics

1,342,800

data points
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Some analysis of the THE WUR 

2016-17 results
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Changes in Citation Score 2015 vs 2016
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Top 10 in overall ranking + top movers within top 100

Stanford UniversityMassachusetts Institute of 
Technology

California Institute of 
Technology

University of California 
Berkeley

Harvard University

University of Oxford

Princeton University

Imperial College London

University of Cambridge

ETH Zürich – Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology Zurich

Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology

University of Maryland College Park

Utrecht University

Leiden University

École Normale Supérieure

Uppsala University

Peking University

1
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FWCI vs. International Collaboration
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Some analysis of the THE WUR 

2016-17 results of the North 

African countries universities
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Publication trend
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Alexandria University Mohammed V University in Rabat Sohag University

South Valley University Egypt University Abou Bekr Belkaid University of Marrakech Cadi Ayyad
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Quantity vs Quality

Alexandria University

Mohammed V University 
in Rabat

Sohag University

South Valley University 
Egypt

University Abou Bekr 
Belkaid

University of Marrakech 
Cadi Ayyad

University of Monastir University of Tunis El 
Manar
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Correlation between International Collaboration and 

FWCI

Alexandria University
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Collaboration partners of Tunisia – top 20

France

Spain

Italy United States

Canada

Saudi Arabia

Germany United Kingdom

Belgium

Morocco

Algeria

Switzerland

Portugal

Japan

Turkey

Egypt

China

Australia

Qatar

Greece
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FWCI of Int. Collaboration for Tunisia = 0.93
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Thank you
For additional questions: m.aisati@elsevier.com


